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Utrecht, June 17th 1981,

PRESS REPORT

Just recently the Dutch Ministry of Development Cooperation has declded to
suspend the financing of 8 shrimp-trawlers,who were part of the Dutch

aid programme faor India. At short notice there will be an investigation-
inta the expected effects af the introduction of these trawlers on the
catches of the traditional fishermen of India. A final decision about this
,will be taken within a few months. Nine trawlers,build by 2 Dutch shipyards,
will still be delivered starting september 1981, The contract for these
ships betuween the Dutch shipyards and the Indian buyers,have already been
signed. According £o a letter of the involved Dutch ministry ta the India
Cammittee of the Netherlands, these contracts cauld not be cancelled
because of 'repercussians of breach of contract' and the 'aspect of employ-
ment! in the Netherlands., A decision about passibly financing even mare
than 17 trawlers, will have to await an elaborate study an the passible
harmful effects af the export of traulers on the traditional fishermen of
India, All the above decisions are the outcome of the aid=spending
negotiations betuween the Indian and the Dutch governments, which were held

in New Delhi on the 19th and 20th of May.

Indian as well as Dutch protests played a big role in the suspension of
nart of the supply of trawlers.

The !'National Forum for Catamaran and Countryboat Fishermen's Rights and
Marine Wealth' a representative bady of 13 traditional fishermen's unians
in India, uwrote a letter to the Dutch minister of Development Caoperation,
Mre Je de Koning. In this letter the 'National Forum' voiced their'total

opposition' to this contract between the Indian and the Dutch government,

In de Landelijke India-Werkgroep werken plaatselijke India-Werkgroepen samen.




because ' to supply 17 prawn-catching trawlers will ultimately intensify
the oppression let loose an aur artisanal fishermen fishing in shallow
waters',

Alsa the India Cammittee of the Netherlands wrote letters to the

minister and other high officials,

The India Committee of the Netherlands is a combimation of 4 India
committees &n Netherlands, who have as their purpose tp spread
oritical infaormation an political,ecanomical and cultural events in
India and outside, in which the relatienship between India and

The Netherlands is a central topice In this way we try to support
progressive movements in India and evoke more salidarity between

the Dutch public and these movements,

In @ press-report, based on cur recently published booklets:'Blue
Revolution in India - Millions of fishermen threatened by advance
trawlers', the arguments to e"ap the financing of trawlers for India
were givems From different Indian sources it is clear that in partiecular
the shrimp mesources along India's coast are being overfished and catches
of traditional fishermen, including shrimps, have been declinimng
drastically beg-r~~ of mechanised boats and trawlers fishing in the
shallaw waters along the ceast. Because shrimps are concentrated in the
coastal waters and fishing in the deep-sea is unecanomical, also the
shrimp~trawlers from the Netherlands will threaten the employment,
incomes and even the mere survival of the traditional fishing cammunity
comprising of 6,5 millian people;

Op top of that more fish will be exported emplaying these trawlers, so
the price of fish for the Indian consumer is likely to increase even moTes
In 1980 the Netherlands imported 1374 ton of Indian prawns for about

45 million rupees, against 128 ton in 1977.

A1l this is in sharp contradicticn to the main purpose af official Dutch
palicy on development cocperatian, which isj improving the living
canditiona of the poorest groups in the developing countriese

Instead in the case of the trawler-supplies only 2 Dutch: shipyards and a
handful of Indian trawler~owners stand to gain from this deal,

On the hasis of the above~mentioned arguments the India Cammittee off

the Netherlands demanded of the Dutch governmentj

-~ to stop the supply and financing of shrimp-trawlers to India from
development—aid money,

~ to give development-aid ta the small-scale fishery secter, in close
collaboration with organizatiens of fishermen. The 'National Forum"

kas already put forward acme concrete ldeas op appropriate forms of
fishing~technolegy who are labour-intensive,not harmful to the ecalogy

of the sea, raising productivity and income-distributives.



Quite a bit of attention was given &n the subject of the traditienal
fishermen of India and the trawlers by a number of Duteh newspapers and
magazines. (As an example the most recent article of the 15th of June yau
will Pind included). In all these articles quite a bit of attention uas
devated ta the letter of the 'Natlonal Forum' to the Dutch minister.

No doubit all this publicity helped in reversing the decisions of the

ministry, in favour of the interests of the traditional ﬁishermeh,

A few mare facts on the trawlers shall be given nouws

The Dutckr gavernment has already been negatiating with India on the supply
af trawlers since 1976, Talk has aluays been af 'deep-sea trawlers for
multi-purpese fishing', according o the ministry in a recent leter to
us. Dafferent numbers of trawlers-to-be-exported from the Netherlands

to India have been mentioned during these years, evem up to 41 in early 1980,
Due to different causes, among which the problems between the Indian
ministries of Agriculture and Transport an the lending=-agency and..the
interim~guaranties on loans, the programme was not being implemented
untill recently., So the money for the 41 trowlers was reallocateds In
december 1980 and january 1981 again was allocated for 17 shrimp=trawlers
( not 'deep-sea trawlers for multi~purpose fishing'), costing around 33
millions guilders (about 130 million rupees). Compared to a price of 1,1
million guilders for one trawler 2 years aga, this means a price af

1,9 millien guilders at this moment. Part of this price-increase is due
ta the fact, that an export-subsidy which was on the trawlers two years
aga, has now been cancelled due ta an improved erder-~position of the
Duteh shipyardse

Thie shrimp-trawlers jre 23,5 meter lomg and are only usable for shrimp=fishing
because of there limited motop—-capacitys

THe financial arrangement of this deal has twa sides. On the one hand,

The Dutch govern .ment gives a soft loan to the Indian government for
buying the shipse This is a 30 year loan with an interest-free periad of

8 years and a rent of 2,5 %, On the other hand the Indian government,
through the Shipping Development Fund Committee, gives soft loans on

different conditions to the businessmen and companies that buy the trawlers.

Ift youx paper/magazine decides to publish anything from this press=-report
splease send a copy to thes India Committee of the Netherlands,
Voor Clarenburg 10, 3511 JE UTREEHT.
If your paper/magazine is interested in more details on the trawler-supplies

ar an the 2 survey-vessels , supplied by The Dutch government 2 years agQ,

pleagse write tao the same address.



