 

THE INTERNATIONAL MOVEMENT AGAINST ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION AND RACISM


December 29, 2004

Dear friends and colleagues,

Request for emergency relief for the victims in Sri Lanka and India

of the Tsunami caused by the earthquake on December 26

We would like to make an urgent call for your contribution to an emergency relief operation for the people, especially in Sri Lanka and Tamil Nadu State of India, who are affected by the tsunami caused by a huge earthquake that occurred off the shores of Sumatra Island on December 26.  This emergency relief operations, called for by the International Movement Against All Forms of Discrimination and Racism (IMADR), will be carried out by its Asia Committee, which is based in Colombo, Sri Lanka and headed by IMADR’s President Ms. Nimalka Fernando, as well as the Society for Rural Education and Development (SRED), IMADR’s partner organization based in Tamil Nadu, India and headed by IMADR’s Board Member Ms. Burnad Fatima Natesan.

As you are already aware, the great earthquake and tsunami have killed more than 70,000 people or more in at least twelve countries (according to the news report as of December 29), leaving further thousands of people missing.  Moreover, tens of thousands of people have lost their houses and sources of livelihood.  Considering the situation in which more than one million people are obliged to stay in temporary shelters, it could be estimated that the damage will aggravate in the long run.

In Sri Lanka and India, IMADR has been actively promoting projects to eliminate discrimination with discriminated-against people at the core.  It was IMADR Asia Committee in Sri Lanka and SRED in Tamil Nadu, India that have been carrying out such activities.  Fortunately, the International Secretariat of IMADR based in Tokyo, Japan managed to confirm safety of Nimalka and Fatima after the disaster struck the concerned areas.  However, their reports indicate that the disaster has killed some of our colleagues and friends, as well as the families of those people.

Nimalka and Fatima have strongly expressed to IMADR their will to conduct emergency relief activities for the people they have been working with, no matter how small the scale may be.  With the full mobilization of their local staff, they are now collecting on-the-ground information through visits to the affected areas where their partners live.  They are also making every effort to identify both the short- and mid-term needs of the victims.  We are beginning to receive fragmental information about the damages to those communities which we have been supporting and working with over these years.

We intend to provide support particularly for the following groups of people: In Sri Lanka, women who lost their spouses in the civil war that lasted twenty years until 2002 (in Jaffna and Trincomalee) , the Muslims who were affected by the civil war (in Hambantota), and the children; As for India, communities of Dalits and fishermen in the coastal areas of the Tamil Nadu State. 

These people suffer from severe discrimination, oppression and social exclusion, even at ordinary times. We have no doubt that the disaster has particularly affected them as many of them lived squatting along the beaches, as results of discrimination, social exclusion, and the poor. Hence, the calamity may well victimize them further in both material and psychological terms, with the official assistance being difficult to reach them.  Responding to the pleas from Sri Lanka and India, we are seeking to provide support, even on a small scale, to those who are most distant from aid in the current confusion, and to encourage them to hope for tomorrow.

Attached for your information are extracts from the reports we have received so far from the areas concerned.  Please note that we intend to continue our efforts to identify the situation of the disaster-stricken areas, as well as to update you with the latest reports, and to send out further requests for your continuous support.

The details for where to send your contributions are below.  
On behalf of the people stricken by the disaster in Sri Lanka and India, we earnestly ask for your support and cooperation.

Sincerely yours,

Kinhide Mushakoji



Hideki Morihara

Vice President, IMADR


Secretary-General, IMADR

Emergency relief for the victims in Sri Lanka and India

 By IMADR, December 2004

1. Where to send your financial contributions:

We appreciate it very much if you could pledge the amount you are going to donate. It will help us to transfer decent amounts before your transfer actually deposited in our account. 

Bank Transfer:

Bank:  Tokyo-Mitsubishi Bank, Roppongi Branch

Bank address:  9-7, Roppongi 4-chome, Minato-ku, Tokyo 106-0032 Japan

Phone:  +81-3-3408-8117  
Fax:  +81-3-3408-8396

Acc#:  4891417

Holder's name:  IMADR

Bank Swift Code:  BOTKJPJT
Bank or personal check:

Please send your bank or personal check to:

The International Movement Against All Forms of Discrimination and Racism (IMADR)
Address: 3-5-11, Roppongi, Minato-ku, Tokyo 106-0032 Japan
*Please kindly add 25 US Dollars in order to cover bank commissions for us to cash your check.

Postal Transfer (available only in Japan):

Acc #: 00130-8-357095
Account name: IMADR

*Please indicate that it is for the emergency relief for Sri Lanka and India

2. How the funds will be spent:

The donations will be spent for emergency relief activities for the people affected by the great earthquake off the shores of Sumatra, Indonesia and the tsunami caused by the quake.  In particular, they are expected to be used for the following purposes:

In Sri Lanka:　To provide food, drinking water, clothes, pillows, bedclothes, medicines etc. to Tamil women who lost their spouses in the civil war (in Jaffna and Trincomalee etc.), to Muslim people in Hambantota, and to children in the other areas.

In India:　　　To provide clothes, bed sheets, utensils, medicine, blankets to communities of Dalits and fishermen in the coastal areas of the Tamil Nadu State.

* Please note that the spending purposes subject to change, depending on the total amount of the collected funds and the situation of the affected areas.

3. Organizations implementing the emergency relief activities:

　In Sri Lanka:
IMADR Asia Committee (19 1/1 Siri Dhamma Road, Colombo 10, Sri Lanka)

　In India:　
SRED (Kallaru, Perumuchi Post, Arakkonam – 631 002, Tamil Nadu, India)

For further information please contact: IMADR International Secretariat
 
Address: 3-5-11, Roppongi, Minato-ku, Tokyo 106-0032 Japan

 
Tel: (+81)3-3586-7447  Fax: (+81)3-3586-7462

 
Email: imadris@imadr.org  Website: http://www.imadr.org
Appeals from Sri Lanka and India

Appeal from Sri Lanka
(Received originally on December 27 and updated on 29)


As of December 29, the death toll of the earthquake and tsunami that hit South and Southeast Asia exceeds 70,000.  In Sri Lanka, where the death toll is one of the highest among the ten affected countries, more than 23,000 people have lost their lives.  One million people were displaced in just one day, and more than 250,000 became homeless.  The government of Sri Lanka declared a state of emergency, stating that the country had never experienced such a huge disaster, and that they were not fully prepared to deal with it.  In response to the Sri Lankan government’s appeal for immediate relief, assistance is being provided from all parts of the world.


The damage is especially severe in places including the North and Eastern areas of Trincomalee and Jaffna, and the southern town of Hambantota, where there are many activists with whom IMADR Asia Committee has been working together.  Many of my friends have lost all their family members.  I lost my words when I heard their stories and when I saw the affected areas with my own eyes.  How can this be so cruel and uncaring? How can we afford to lose so many lives? 

We have already started to provide assistance to a small shelter located in Moratuwa and Modera areas near Colombo.  We are preparing to extend support to Hambantota from tomorrow on.  We are planning to purchase bedclothes, pillows, mats, medicine and drinking water, and send them to the people in need of those items.  We have also donated to our partner organization in Jaffna, which is one of the areas most severely damaged, with 2,000 deaths reported so far.  The funds will be used to obtain the food necessary for the victims, including nourishment for infants.


We sincerely ask our friends in all over the world for their solidarity and encouragement.

Nimalka Fernando
Appeal from Tamil Nadu, India

(Received originally on December 27 and updated on 29)


Little did anyone realize the calamity that was awaiting them when they went for fishing on 26th December morning.  Little children who were playing on the beach, morning walkers.  Poor fishermen who went fishing on the seas, small tenements which were swarming the coastal side were all engulfed by the 10 meters high tidal waves.  They were simply so strong that before anyone could realize what was happening were swept away. 


Coastal areas of Chennai, the capital of Tamil Nadu, the Pilgrim center Nagapattinam, Pondicherry the neighboring state of Tamil Nadu, Karaikal, and the Southern most part of Tamil Nadu including Tuticorin, Kanyakumari and Nagercoil were the worst hit areas.  Massive damages not only to lives but also to the properties are still to be calculated.  The mortuaries cannot hold the dead bodies, which are collected and heaped up.  Several bodies which were strewn all over the Coastal Villages constitute mainly number of women and children.  The dead bodies could be seen banging from the trees and buildings.  The relief and rescue operations could not be carried out because of damages done to electricity and telecom services.  The death toll statistics are yet to be finalized Nagapattinam the worst affected where several tourists were washed away by the giant waves. 


The death toll in Tamil Nadu is 7200 and odd.  There is no account of those that are missing.  The District Collectors have been instructed to collect the exact details of the loss of lives. 


Poor people were made to flee out of their houses with only the dress that they were wearing.  All their belongings in their huts were swept away leaving nothing for them.  Since the weather is very cold they were left on the roads.  They are put in temporary shelters.  Almost all the coastal villages located in the vicinity have a ghastly look with only the remains of the demolished buildings. 


The devastation of the calamity is yet to be statistically assessed.  The government machinery is in full swing in relief operations But due to the extensive amount of the death and the destruction it could not reach the affected.  Hence the assistance of non governmental organizations, even though in a small way is necessary to help the people who have lost their kith and kin and the dear ones.  From our point of view, we have been shattered psychologically since many of our colleagues working on the coastal belt have lost their families.  In Nagapattinam District alone, 45 villages where the Dalit Movement is active have been washed away and 18 of the movement leaders have been drowned.  In Kanyakumari, 41 villages of our contact areas have been washed away.  In Chengelpet, many coastal villages were affected and many people have been displaced require relief assistance. 


To extend immediate relief, the SRED is planning to distribute clothes, bed sheets, utensils, medicine to the areas affected.  The following areas affected by Tsunami, where the Dalit Movements have requested for immediate supports, are areas to be covered. 

In Marakkanam Districts
500 families in Koonimedu Kuppam

2000 people in Anurnanthai Kuppam.

In Pondicherry 

1000 families in Manchakuppam 

In Cuddalore 

500 families in Parangipetai
300 families in Chozenkuppam
In Nagapattinam

Clothes to be distributed to 450 Women, 700 Men and 350 Children 

Kanyakumari groups requested for Blankets, Utensils 


We intend to extend all possible assistance atleast to 10,000 individuals representing 2000 families either directly or through other groups who work among fisher folks and Dalits. 
To attend to the immediate requirements of the above we require a minimum financial assistance of 710,000 India Rupees (approx. 16,300 US Dollars). 


We want you to share the grief and sorrow, which has suddenly stricken the needy.

Ms. Burnad Fatima. N 












IMADR is an NGO in consultative status (Roster) with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations


