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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on International Trade, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1.
Welcomes the fact that the EU and India committed themselves to strengthening dialogue and engagement, including on human rights, as strategic partners at the sixth India-EU Summit on 7 September 2005, as reflected in the Joint Action Plan, which also includes development cooperation, giving importance to environmental sustainability, and to social and economic cohesion; asks that an ongoing dialogue be maintained in the field of human rights within the strategic partnership; in this context, congratulates India's National Human Rights Commission on its independent and rigorous work on these matters;
2.
Welcomes the growing recognition of the importance of external economic environment trade and investment in India's latest five year plan on human development (2002-2007);
3.
Acknowledges the important successes of the Government of India in the eradication of poverty, but notes that despite sustained economic growth, vast inequalities still persist, with about 30% of the Indian population (more than 400 million people) still living below the poverty line; is particularly concerned about the situation of underprivileged sections of the population, in particular  women, children, the disadvantaged and the rural population, e.g. Dalits and Adivasis (indigenous tribes and peoples); calls on the Commission and the Council to work together with the Indian government to improve the situation of those groups and to examine future cooperation as to their contribution towards ending gender and caste discrimination;

4.
Is impressed by the development effects of economic growth in some regions of India and calls on the Commission to support research on the main patterns and underlying national/sub-national policies responsible for such effects, in order to facilitate cross-regional learning and best practices;

5.
Stresses that economic and trade cooperation should be focused on improving the living conditions of the Indian poor, in addition to emphasising sustainable economic development;

6.
Stresses that meeting the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and combating poverty should remain a central element of the EU-India Strategic Partnership; welcomes the fact that the next EU-India summit on 13 October 2006 will address the issue of the MDGs; and calls urgently for specific measures to be taken to ensure that minorities such as Dalits and Adivasis and other marginalised communities, tribes and castes, are able to close the wide gap with the rest of the population regarding the attainment of the MDG's.

7.
Calls on the EU to support India's international trade potential as well as efforts to attract foreign direct investment, in particular by stepping up trade-related aid to address infrastructure and administrative bottlenecks, by striving for a development-friendly conclusion of the WTO Doha Round at the end of 2006, using its leadership position within the G20 group to secure a balanced agreement between developed countries, emerging economies and developing countries; 
8.
Calls for talks between the EU and India concerning investment to take account of the social and political responsibility of foreign investors; stresses that investors' rights must go hand in hand with obligations and that investors should at least apply the International Labour Organization's (ILO)'s core labour standards;
9.
Considers that special attention must be given by the EU to the SME sector in India, and therefore suggests that in all development cooperation programmes between the EU and India SMEs could be strengthened through measures to help finance market-driven local projects proposed by citizens;

10.
Welcomes the emphasis on health, education, water and the environment in EC development cooperation with India 2002-2006, as well as the Joint Action Plan commitment to deepening development cooperation in the health and education sectors, aiming to enhance development cooperation to supplement important Indian social sector programmes, including specific measures effectively to put an end to discrimination against less-favoured social groups, particularly women; calls likewise for a boost to be given to measures to foster girls' education as part of the Action Plan, thereby meeting MDGs 2 and 3;

11.
Welcomes the fact that environmental policy is identified as one of the sectors of cooperation in the Joint Action Plan; calls, however, for environmental aspects to be continually emphasised in development cooperation; 

12.
Stresses that the increased environmental destruction in India is a constantly growing problem with unimaginable economic, social and environmental consequences, particularly for the large number of Indians living in poverty, and stresses the particular urgency of pressing ahead with EU cooperation with India in this field; 
13.
Calls for EU-India cooperation in the area of employment and social policy to be focused on the problems of labour discrimination against women, forced labour and child labour - given the fact that India has one of the largest numbers of child labourers in the world - and calls on the EU to encourage India to ratify ILO Convention 182 on the Worst Forms of Child Labour , and Conventions C 138 concerning the minimum age for admission to employment and C 98 on the right to organize and collective bargaining, which would signify a positive step towards the eventual abolition of child labour;
14.
Urges the EU to promote and implement measures to ensure the socio-economic development of minorities, who have largely been excluded in the new economy in India and are discriminated against in development programmes and disaster recovery through, inter alia, the promotion of equal opportunities in employment in private EU-based companies and investors, the encouragement of Dalit-inclusive development programmes and the use of indicators to measure Dalit inclusion in the new economy;
15.
Stresses that the EU should press the Indian government to tackle, with the greatest sense of urgency, bonded labour, which affects millions of people in India;
16.
Underscores that the EU development cooperation should cooperate with India as an emerging international donor by exchange of experience and cooperation in concrete projects in developing countries; underlines that learning from Indian experiences could help to make EU development aid more efficient and productive;

17.
Urges the EU to promote in international fora greater corporate responsibility among foreign undertakings established in India, and at the same time urges that an agreement be reached with the Indian government to set up an effective system for monitoring workers' rights within domestic and foreign companies based in India.
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