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Ute Granold from the Christian Democratic Union and Pascal Kober from the Free Democratic Party, members of the German Federal Parliament (Deutscher Bundestag) visited India from 6th to 13th April 2010. They belong to the Human Rights Committee in the Federal Parliament. The Members of Parliament were informed about the situation of minorities in both the states of Gujarat and Orissa. Both states have been experienced incidents of communal violence.


The delegation arrived in Orissa for a four days’ visit on 9th of April 2010 and toured several violence torn areas of the district of Kandhamal where in December 2007 and August 2008 atrocities against minority Christians took place.�“We were shocked about the level of violence including rape cases and killings. We found that victims of the attacks are still displaced. We visited refugee camps, makeshift camps and temporary self located shanty tents. We saw the miserable situation of people without proper homes and livelihood opportunities. Most of them are yet to be compensated adequately.


The situation of the children is an area of concern. There are still children who are deprived of going to school.


We were informed that even after two years many complaints have not been registered by the police and that justice remains out of hands for the affected community. Only few of the responsable for the communal violence have been convicted.��The MPs declare that they would follow up the developments in Orissa back home in Germany: “We will report our findings to our respective parliamentary groups, the German Federal Parliament and the German Federal Government.”





Referent für Außen-, Sicherheits- und Europapolitik�Planungsgruppe�CDU/CSU-Fraktion im Deutschen Bundestag��Platz der Republik 1�11011 Berlin��Tel.: 030/227-72429�Fax: 030/227-56668
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