Dharna (Sit – In) Program at Parliament and Submission of Memorandum in Demand of Right to Quality and Equitable Education for all children upto Tenth standard through Common School System

Organised by : Campaign Against Child Labour – Central Secretariat

A Brief Report of the Program
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Fundamental right to quality and equitable education upto tenth standard through common school system was the long cherished goal of the Indian children. In spite of constitutional amendment, commission’s reports, policies and programs this most basic right of the children could not be ensured fully even after the 60 years of our independence. An assessment by CAG done in the year of 2005 reports that 1.34 crore children of 6-14 years age group were not in any school and millions of children are toiling in the labour sectors. The government cannot avoid the responsibility of this dismal condition of child education. No political party whoever came to power did take the issue of child education seriously. On the other hand a real soul searching will reveal that many half-hearted temporary schemes and partial commitments were brought in place to by-pass the task. After much struggle the government made free education a fundamental right for the children of 6-14 years age group, but failed to  enact the central legislation required for the realization of that right. This results in a breach in fulfilling the commitments and most of the children of this country cannot access elementary education which is now their fundamental right.

Campaign Against Child Labour (CACL) is the largest campaign group on child rights, spreading over 21 states of India with around 6500 members and aiming for the total eradication of child labour since its inception in the year 1992. CACL believes that until and unless all children are in full time formal schools it is impossible to eradicate child labour from this country. CACL strongly criticize this attitude of the government towards ensuring right to education for the children and organized social mobilization advocacy and lobbying at different level in demand of central legislation.

In march 2008, during the budget session in parliament, CACL has organized a DHARNA program in front of the parliament, to raise the demand of a central legislation once again, which could ensure Fundamental Right to Free and Quality Education for all children through Common School System.
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The dharna was organized at Jantar Mantar – New Delhi, adjacent to the parliament house, on 17th March 2008, from 12 noon to 3pm. 200 children (including school going child and child labourer both) were gathered in the demand of right to education with banners and posters. 50 adults from the different child rights organization of New Delhi and representative of CACL from the states of West Bengal, JharKhand, Orissa, Uttarpradesh, Delhi, Rajsthan, Madhyapradesh, Maharashtra, Karnataka and Tamilnadu were also present. There were slogans, songs, street theatre and speeches in demand of right to education, which drew the attention of ccommon people and media of the Capital. Towards the end of the Dharna the National Convenor of CACL Mr. Prabir Basu and the formar National Convenor Mr. Ranjan Mohanti went to the office of the Prime Minister of India and have submitted memorandum on the following demand.

Demand of central legislation instead of different temporary schemes and programmes (which are half-hearted and partial in nature) to ensure free and quality education for all the children upto tenth standard through common school system and the legislation must be brought in without any further delay.

CACL also strongly demand that the legislation must have the following provisions to make the education genuinely free, qualitative and equitable; 

1. Government should guarantee that the objective of education must hold the secular, egalitarian and scientific values, which is the core values of the constitution.
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The bill should provide for a minimum of 10 years / upto class X of equitable education through common school system.

3. The bill should take necessary steps to ensure that discrimination against Dalits, Tribals, Minorities, Disadvantage children, with special focus on disable children and girl child, should be eliminated.

4. The ongoing process of privatization of school education should be stopped.

5. The roll of Panchyati Raj Institutions and Municipal Bodies in the management of school education, as provided by 73rd and 74th amendment of the constitution, should not be diluted.

6. The bill should recognize the roll of state government and provide adequate financial and administrative power to fulfill the objective.

7. The education bill must aim at total eradication child labour by ensuring the access of all children to full time formal school.

8. The onus of sending the children to school should not lie with the parents but there should be some specific recommendation making the state accountable.
Representative of CACL also submitted the similar memorandum to the offices of the following political parties and ministry.

· Communist Party of India

· Communist Party of India (Marxist)

· Bhartiya Janata Party

· Office of the UPA Chairperson Mrs. Sonia Gandhi

· Janata Dal

· Mr. Rajnath Shing, President, Bhartiya Janata Party

· Ministry of Human Resource Development Government of India.
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