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CHRGJ Faculty Director Prof. Smita Narula Testifies at Congressional Human Rights Caucus Briefing on Caste Discrimination against Dalit Women in India
U.S. House of Representatives Considers Resolution on Caste Discrimination
May 1, 2007
On May 1, 2007, Professor Smita Narula, CHRGJ Faculty Director, testified before the Congressional Human Rights Caucus at a briefing entitled “Untouchables: The Plight of Dalit Women.”  Following the briefing Congressman Trent Franks introduced a resolution in the U.S. House of Representatives which, if passed, will be Congress’ first official condemnation of the practice of “untouchability” in India. 

Students from the International Human Rights Clinic (Priya Gupta (JD ’07) and Bryan Kreykes (JD ’07)) and from the Human Rights Advocacy Seminar (Carrie Baker (JD ’07) and Ivanna Bilych (LLM ’07)) were also present at the briefing and assisted Prof. Narula in the preparation of her testimony and in the preparation of educational materials on caste discrimination in India.

The briefing included testimony from several experts and activists, including: Kumar Swamy, South India Director of the All Christian Council; T. Kumar, Advocacy Director for Asia & the Pacific, Amnesty International; Nanci Ricks, President of Dalit Freedom Network; and Joseph D’Souza, International President of Dalit Freedom Network.  
The speakers noted that caste discrimination and violence permeate nearly every aspect of Dalits’ lives, and focused in particular on human rights abuses against Dalit women, include rape, public humiliation, custodial mistreatment, degrading labor, forced prostitution, punishment for seeking justice, and discrimination in health care, education, and wages.  Additionally, Mr. Swamy testified about his own experience of discrimination as a Dalit man and called on the U.S. government to raise its voice in support of Dalits in India.  

Professor Narula’s testimony, which was endorsed at the hearing by Amnesty International, welcomed the resolution and encouraged the U.S. government to help ensure that USAID and the World Bank consult with Dalit NGOs and build anti-caste discrimination initiatives into their India projects.  Narula also noted the extent of U.S. foreign direct investment in India and encouraged U.S. businesses operating in India to adopt and implement the Ambedkar Principles, which contained principles and practices aimed at reducing caste discrimination in the labor market and ensuring affirmative action for Dalit employees.  Her full testimony can be found at: http://chrgj.org/docs/Narula%20May%202007%20Testimony.pdf.  
Following the Congressional Human Rights Caucus briefing, Rep. Trent Franks [R-AZ], introduced a resolution that denounces the practice of “untouchability” and declares that the United States should take steps to address the issue.  Among its objectives, the resolution notes that the United States should work with the Indian government and the World Bank, as well as other international donor and aid agencies and American companies doing business in India, to fight discrimination and violence against Dalits.  The full text of the bill can be found at: http://www.govtrack.us/data/us/bills.text/110/hc/hc139.pdf 

The resolution (H. Con. Res. 139) has 13 co-sponsors: Rep. Carolyn Kilpatrick [D-MI], Del. Eleanor Norton [D-DC], Rep. Robert Scott [D-VA], Rep. Todd Akin [R-MO], Rep. Dan Burton [R-IN], Rep. Bill Sali [R-ID], Rep. Donald Payne [D-NJ], Rep. Bobby Rush [D-IL], Rep. Dennis Kucinich [D-OH], Rep. Steven Chabot [R-OH], Rep. James McGovern [D-MA], Rep. John Lewis [D-GA], Rep. Yvette Clarke [D-NY]
The bill is currently in the first step of the legislative process, and has been referred to the Committee of Foreign Affairs.  If the Bill makes it out of Committee then in will be scheduled for debate, and possibly voted on in House and in Senate. 

The recommendations contained in the resolution are stated as follows: 
[I]t is the sense of Congress that, as the leaders of the United States and the Republic of India have expressed commitment to the values of human freedom, democracy, and the rule of law, it is in the interests of the United States to address the problem of the treatment of the Dalits and Tribals in India in order to better meet mutual economic and security goals by--

(1) raising the issues of caste discrimination, violence against women, and untouchability through diplomatic channels both directly with the Government of India and within the context of international bodies;

(2) inviting Dalit organizations to participate in the planning and implementation of development projects from the United States Agency for International Development and other United States development organizations;

(3) prioritizing funding for projects that positively impact Dalit and Tribal communities, especially Dalit women;

(4) ensuring that cooperative research programs targeting rural health care, the HIV/AIDS epidemic, and rural technology contain proper focus on the Dalits and Tribals;

(5) ensuring that anyone receiving funding in India from the United States Government--

(A) is aware that it is United States Government policy that caste discrimination is unacceptable, and that the United States is committed to eliminating it; and

(B) treat all people equally, with regard to caste discrimination;

(6) ensuring that--

(A) qualified Dalits are in no way discouraged from working with the United States Government or organizations receiving funding in India from the United States Government, and that transparent and fair recruitment, selection, and career development processes are implemented, with clear objective criteria; and

(B) procedures exist to detect and remedy any caste discrimination in employment conditions, wages, benefits or job security for anyone working with the United States Government or organizations receiving funding in India from the United States Government;

(7) encouraging United States citizens working in India to avoid discrimination toward the Dalits in all business interactions; and

(8) discussing the issue of caste in the context of congressional delegations.
