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DHRM National Internship

Fourth Batch -

21st September 2004

The DHRM National

Internship of the Fourth Batch

commenced on 21 st September 2004

and this fourth batch consists of the

DHRM interns comprising of

Mr. Karuppusamy and Mr. Rajasekar from

Tamil Nadu.

(E- Newsletter of the Dalit Human Rights Monitoring Project of People’s Watch – Tamil Nadu)

Issue V August – November 2004

DHRM activities from August - November  2004

1

2

Participation in theNational consultationheld by NFDW28th – 29 th August 2004
Our DHRM staff Ms. Radhaand Ms. Semmalar Selvi participated inthe National Consultation held by theNational Federation for Dalit Women(NFDW) in Bangalore from 28 th – 29thAugust 2004. This was a consultationtowards contributing for writing theAlternative report to the CEDAWcommittee in the perspective ofDalit Women. 3

DHRM National CapacityBuilding Program forHRFDL – Tamil Nadu29 th Aug – 3 rd Sep, 2004The DHRM Ninth National CapacityBuilding Program for the HRFDL – Tamil Naduwas held in Perambalur, Tamil Nadu from 29 thAugust – 3 rd September 2004 there were totally26 participants out of whom 6 were womenparticipants.

4
5

The National Advisory Committee Meeting – 20th – 21st August 2004

The National Advisory Committee Meeting was held from 20th – 21st August 2004 at VANI Center,
New Delhi. The meeting was an overall review of the DHRM Project and the steps that were to be taken
for further improvements for effective implementation of the project. Various observations were made
on the process of functioning of the DHRM project in the 12 states. Finally we had also arrived at many
resolutions to be carried out in the forth coming days.

The People’s Watch – Strategic Planning

Meeting – 6 th – 12th  August, 2004

The Strategic planning Meeting of PW-TN was

held from 6th – 12th August 2004, at the

VGP Golden Beach Resort, Chennai.

This was a planning meeting to plan

the activities of PWTN for the next 3

years. There were totally 66

participants, the office, field and

management staff of People’s Watch –

T a m i l Nadu. The Trustee members and few other

solidarity group members of People’s Watch - Tamil Nadu

were also invited to facilitate and contribute in the process in

the last two days. The interns from Dan Church Aid and Bread

for the World were also present for the entire process.
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7. Eleventh National Capacity Building program for all the
uncovered States and Districts

6. Tenth National Capacity Building Program to capacitate
our DHRMAs on FF Report writing skills

Report on Prevention of
Atrocities against Scheduled Castes

           Venue              Program date       Participants
Sabhagi Shiksan

Kendra, Lucknow,
Uttar Pradesh

72 total
16 women

17th- 25th

November 2004

           Venue              Program date       Participants
PILLAR House,

Madurai,
Tamil Nadu

44 total
8 women

14th- 19th
October 2004

Dr. Justice A.S.Anand, Chairperson of the Commission
has suggested that the Government adopt a rights based
approach in tackling the problems of the Scheduled Castes
(SCs). Releasing the ‘Report on Prevention of Atrocities
against Scheduled Castes’ prepared by Shri K B Saxena
in Delhi on 19 October 2004, Justice Anand said, it is
shameful that even today members of the Scheduled
Castes are marginalized and atrocities perpetrated on them
despite provisions outlined in the Constitution prohibiting
discrimination. He attributed the indifference of society
and refusal on its part to change its mindset as one of the
reasons for the exploitation of the Scheduled Castes.
Other reasons being the lopsided implementation of the
SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act 1989 and the lack of
political will in removing the historical injustices faced
by this section of society.

Shri R.S. Kalha, Member of the Commission, said that
the age-old biases and entrenched attitudes would have
to be combated through education and a public
information campaign.  He said that the challenge was
enormous as could be seen in the increasing number of
crimes against SCs. He also touched on the initiatives
taken by the Commission to protect the Rights of Persons
belonging to the Scheduled Castes. The mind–set of
society needed to be changed, he added.

 A copy of the report has been sent to the Prime
Minister along with a letter in which the Chairman has
urged him to institute an appropriate monitoring
mechanism at the Centre to monitor the steps being taken
to revent atrocities against persons belonging to the
Scheduled Castes.

Letters have also been sent to 13 Union Ministers,
the Deputy Chairman of the Planning Commission and to
the Chief Ministers of all States/UTs requesting them to
take action on the recommendations contained in the
report.

Important Recommendations

1.  Identify atrocity and untouchability prone areas and
prepare a plan of action

2.  Setting up of exclusive special courts where volume
of atrocity cases is large

3. Appoint competent and committed special public
prosecutors

4.  To have a 3-tier Training programme for police and
civil functionaries

5.  Organize an annual workshop for District Magistrates
and Superintendents of Police on implementation on
implementation of laws

6.  Women officers be assigned to all atrocity prone areas,
with cells established to entertain complaints.

7.  Self-help groups of Scheduled Caste women be given
elementary legal training

8. Identify in each district a NGO which can be
approached in case of custodial violence or any other
atrocity

9. Sensitize panchayats on issues concerning the
Scheduled Castes and various De-Notified Tribes

10. Institute annual awards for the police stations and
districts, which emerge as the most responsive to the
complaints of the Scheduled Castes.

The decision to entrust the task of preparing the
report to Shri K.B. Saxena, a retired IAS officer, was
prompted by the concern felt by the Commission about
the human rights violations faced by persons belonging
to the Scheduled Castes.

The Report is available on the Commission’s web-
site www.nhrc.nic.in

(Courtesy: NHRC-Human Rights Newsletter,Nov 2004)

Central and State Authorities urged to Prevent Atrocities against SCs

 8. DHRM National Internship Fifth Batch – 7th November  2004:
The fifth batch of DHRM National Internship was started on the 7th
November with four interns namely, Mr. Moosa from Uttar Pradesh,
Mr.Rajesh Angral from Punjab, Mr.Bharat Kale from Maharastra and
Mr. Kishore from Gujarat.
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PRIVATISATION  AND  DALIT
Dear Friends

Jai Bhim….  I am Rajesh Kumar
Jena from Jaipur, State of Orissa.
Being a dalit youth, I would like to
share the problems of my
community.

The State Orissa, in the eastern
part of India is a land of indigenous
Dalit Bahujan. The government
has officially l isted them as
Scheduled Caste (SC), Scheduled
Tribe (ST) and other backward
Caste (OBC), which are about
95% of the total population of the
state. Scheduled caste constitutes
18 % of the total population of the
state. As per 1991 census their
population was 51, 29,314.
Government of India has enlisted
92 sub caste groups as Scheduled
Caste in Orissa.

The economic situation of the
scheduled caste has been
deteriorating with increasing
poverty, Unemployment, migration
and starvation death. The
continuous visit of flood, drought
and cyclone in Orissa has always
added more misery to the
condition of these communities.
Most of the scheduled caste
families does not have land,
homestead and cultivable. They
have to depend upon the daily
wage for survival with traditional
skills like weaving, basket making,
washing, drum beating, farming,
forest produce processing and
collection, herbal medicine
preparation, fishing, leather work
and wage earning manual works.
They are also restricted to very
limited occupation because of
untouchability and caste based
occupational practices. But
nowadays even if the traditional
jobs are dying slowly. Dalit youths
are not yet prepared to join in the
employment created in urban

centres due to lack of access to
expensive and privatized higher and
technical education which has been
monopolised and reserved for higher
class of people. So the majority of
people mainly depend on primary
sector for their survival. Land, forest
and water are the major livelihood
source of the Dalits. They are
agricultural labourer, small farmers,
forest workers, fisher folk and rural
art isans but the shift in the
ownership of resources like land,
water and forest from public sector
to private corporations has been
depriving the communities from
their access to these natural
resources, which they have been
enjoying since long.

The mechanization of agricul-
ture has been depriving manual
farm labourers. The small and
marginal farmers have been facing
serious problem to continue
cultivation. Many of them have
already closed this and become
wage earners or migrant labour
ers. Animal resources sector plays
an important role in providing and
supplementing income of rural
households. This has become a
problem due to lack of grazing
land, fodder and water scarcity.

The State has mineral
resources including precious and
semi-precious stones. The mining
areas are also forest areas and
largely inhabited by Dalits/tribals
those are depending on forest and
Agriculture for survival. Due to
mining some villages face direct
displacement and many villages
though not displaced but directly
affected. Mining causes
deforestation, which adds more
problems for agriculture by
destroying the topsoil and water,
shed system of the locality. Mining
even can not provide employment

to all the affected
through out the
year. Mechanization
left some odd jobs
for the contract
labourers and
creates scope for skilled few. So
there is huge unemployment and
distress migration in mining areas.

 The Privatization of forest will
deprived them form their basic
right to live.

Dalits are deprived up their
human rights due to religious
restrictions since long but now they
are going to be deprived from free
air, water and land because the
corporations not only taking their
land, water and forest but also
polluting the air, water, degrading
land and destroying forest, which
are not only livelihood but source
of life. Forest has been a major
source for Dalit and tribal
communities, which provides them
fuel, fodder, medicine, food and
employment. Urbanization,
mining, industry, dams and roads
and tree falling by traders and
illegal timber smugglers have
almost destroyed the forest
resources.

This is a systematic and planed
by forces of capitalism - Globali-
zation and communal-caste those
are anti human and against human
civil ization. Whatever rights
provided in the constitutional will be
almost non-operative in the process
of Globalization. This is not the
story of Dalit in the State of Orissa
in India but Dalits across the nation
facing similar threaten have similar
experience.]

- Mr. Rajesh Jena,
DHRM National Intern,Orissa
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My name is Nandhini and I am 23 years old. I belong to the Scheduled Caste Community. I have
been married for last four months. My husband and I were working as agricultural labourers in our village,

because not even a single dalit in our village has land. Our village has a population of around 500 people among
them Scheduled Caste Community people are within 90-100 who are agricultural laborers. The maximum population
of this village is of the dominant caste gounder community people only. So, the Panchayat leader is also of the
dominant caste.

On 13th September 2004, I was working in the farm of a dominant caste person by the name Rasu Gounder
along with 5 other women. Rasu Gounders came near me slowly and asked me my wish for having sex with him.
I was shocked with fear and I moved from that place and continued my work without telling him anything. At the
end of the day when we were leaving work, he said to all of us that tomorrow there is very less work and only
Nandhini can come. Because of his behaviour in the morning I was scared to come the next day for work and I did
not go to his farm for work, I stopped.

After eight days when I was washing clothes in a farmhouse and at that time Rasu Gounder was passing the
road on his moped. Suddenly, he stopped there on the road and angrily came towards me telling, ‘you are a Dalit
prostitute and you had the courage of disobeying my words and not fulfilling my wish’. Telling this he abused me
with caste abusive and sex abusive language. He slapped me and pulled off my saree. I struggled to get freed
from him but by then he also tore my blouse (jacket). He kicked me on my stomach and threw me on the ground.
Nobody was there on the farm to help me. I managed to escape and started to run off half naked with my petticoat
and torn jacket (blouse). I was very shocked and threatened. As soon as I entered the main road to my house he
gave up chasing me. I reached home and I was yet shivering, at home all had gone to work, so I did not tell
anyone about the incident. Later in the evening I told my husband alone and he was shocked and angry. He asked
me not share this with other family members.

Next day evening when my husband Sekar was returning from work, Rasu, Loknath and other Gounders who
were standing in front of temple near our house called Sekar by caste names and tried to tease him. Sekar went
near them and asked them about the previous day’s incident. For this all the three started to beat him with the help
of other Gounders. Other Dalits of our colony also come out, but nobody had the courage to stop it.  Later after the
intervention of my father-in-law and other dalits, the Dominant caste people made the final decision of having a
Panchayat meeting at Panchayat leader’s house and ordered us to come.

In the morning at 5’O clock my father-in-law, mother-in-law, my husband and two other persons went to the
Panchayat leader’s house.  On seeing that I was not there Rasu ordered to bring me there. So my parents took
me to Panchayat leader’s house with great fear. As soon as I reached there in front of everyone Rasu caught my
hair and slapped on my left side of face, he kicked me and with dirty words of abuses he beat and kicked at my
private parts. My parents and in-laws cried out helplessly with fear, Sekar tried to protect me but they beat him
also with sticks and we both fell down. All of us were crying there. They threatened us and said run away from this
village otherwise we will burn your houses. We were helpless and we had no option so we moved out from the
village in much injured condition. We went out of the village and the next day morning we gathered courage and
with the help of my brother-in-law, we went to the police station and lodged a complaint and as a result Rasu and
Loknath were arrested. I was in the hospital for 3 days and mean while the two were send to judicial custody.
When Rasu and Loknathan were in jail there relatives were giving threats to my in-laws and to other dalits of our
village. The situation was so tensed and there was police protection given to the dalits of the village only for three
days. The worst part is that the accused have come out of jail on bails and are threatening us, so we do not go out
from this place anywhere. Now my whole family is very much under threats and we do not have any means of
livelihood, we do not have money for food, clothes because we do not have any work.

oice of    icti
mV V
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In this issue of ‘State Focus’ we are introducing the issues dealt with by our DHRM in Uttar
Pradesh, one of the 12 DHRM states where we have our trained DHRMAs who are informing the
National Office of various human rights violations against Dalits in their district and who also
undertake fact-finding missions. Presently we have 61 trained DHRMAs (19 Women and 42
Men), from 70 districts of Uttar Pradesh. The DHRM Uttar Pradesh State Co-ordinator is Mr.
Ram Autar Pankaj. Given below is a list of atrocities against the Dalits specifically in the state of
Uttar Pradesh from September 2003 onwards. The DHRMAs of Uttar Pradesh have undertaken
fact-finding missions in these cases and reports have been sent to the DHRM National Office
for further follow-ups. The discrimination against Dalits is of varied forms as we see in the
following cases. It is important to remember that these are only the few selective cases that
have been taken for fact-finding by us. The other cases are also recorded in the database.
Many cases are found to be unreported for various reasons while a very few appear in some
major media outlets, and that there is much to be done just to uncover and monitor all those
cases that never make it.
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State focus

S. N Source and Date Case Details
1 The Hindu7/11/03 Seven dalits burnt alive in the dispute between two communities in Dostpur

Shivli, Phathehpur Chaurasi, Shaphipur T.K., Unnao Dt, U.P.
2 Not available Two Dalits and one person belonging to the Dominant caste were shot dead at the

Bhasi Village, Ullav District in Uttar Pradesh as a result of a clash.
3 Indian Express Two Dalit youth of Santhagarh village were beaten to death brutally by the dominant caste

December 22nd, 2003 youth of Hasanpur over an issue of the Dalit youth winning the cricket match in Hasanpur,
Shaharanpur Dt, Uttar Pradesh.

4 Dainik Jagran Dalit woman stripped naked and beaten Tendura village in Oran Police Station Limits in
dated 29.01.04 Bandha district, Uttar Pradesh for refusing to do the slave work given by the Dominant caste

people of that village.
5 Not available Dalit youth beaten for spitting in front of Dominant caste people in Baihari, Jownpur, U.P.
6 Not available Dalit killed for not returning the borrowed pipe in Roshanganj, Azambad, Uttar Pradesh.
7 Rashtriya Sahara Dalit killed over vengence and other families of the quit the village out of fear in Abdullapur

Feb 28, village, Janpad, Meerut, U.P.
8 Mathura, 28th January A 40 year old Dalit woman was stripped naked and paraded on the streets in Jaharkhana

Mohalla, Sadar Bazar, Malhara district, Uttar Pradesh.
9 Nav Bharat Times Three Dalit persons allegedly shot dead by a group of dominant caste people in the village

05, March - Bhadhwa, Thiriyani, Fatehpur, U.P.
10 Navbharat times Clash on holy festival day and many were assaulted in,  Mahpala village, Mawana Taluk

Mar 10 Wednesday Meerut District
11 Feb. 23, 2004 Violence between two communities and 2 were dead in – Butrada (Ambedkar Village),

Mujaffarnagar DT, U.P.
12 Times of India Two dalits shot dead by yadavs, the dominant caste people in Rampur village, Madohi Dt,

March 3, 2004 Uttar Pradesh.
13 The Statesman, Students discriminated on the basis of caste in Pandeypur Village, Jaunpur district (U.P.)

March 11, 2004
14 Dainik Novjyoti Two Dalit youths thrashed to death in Janpad, Mynpuri, U.P.

January 16, 2004,
15 Not available Rape of a Dalit minor girl in Raypura Village, Banda District
16 Amar Ujala, Murder  of a Dalit youth for celebrating Holy festival in village Guraula, Chitrakud District, U.P.

10th March 2004
17 Jansatta Express, Mamri-Khensi, 26th February Property of a Dalit man abducted by dominant caste

27th February 2004 people Village Poorva, Gola Tehsil, Khiri District, Uttar Pradesh.
18 Amar Ujala, Kanpur, Attack on an aged  Dalit person in a water-dispute in  Khajurhara, Hardoyi Dt, Uttar Pradesh

10th March 2004
19 Rajasthan Patrika Armed perpetrators shot 2 persons belonging to the same family to death and inflicted serious

Monday, March 29 injuries on one in Chaumuha Village, Vrindavan, Mathura, Uttar Pradesh.
20 Press Trust of India, Murder of a Dalit youth for questioning about the construction of road in Saray Jaanmathi

08-Dec-03 village, Pratapgarh district, U.P.
21 Navbharat Times Assault on a Dalit woman for not repaying the debts in Siriyal village, Khurja Tehsil, U.P.

Feb. 3, 2004
22 Dainik Novjyoti, Alleged death of three Dalits youth from Nagla Basti, U.P.
23 Times of India, Death of 18 kids,  NHRC told of official apathy

10 Jan 2004
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The Non-Stop atrocities on Dalits
I am Ms. K.Ruth Mary, associated with

Differently Abled People’s Collective,
Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh, a community-based
organization working for creating awareness on
Rights among  the Differently Abled  and
sensitizing the society in Andhra Pradesh.

I had gone through DHRM National Capacity
Building Program in Oct’03 and as a follow-up I
have come to attend the ten weeks of DHRM
National Internship program DHRM National
Office at People’s Watch- Tamilnadu, Madurai
from 23rd July to 30th September 2004.

As a part of my Internship, I would like to
share some of my learnings about the situation
of Dalits in our country. Monitoring of Dalit
Human Rights Violations was a part of my
internship and while monitoring the greatest
shock to me was that not even a single day had
passed by without an occurrence of a major
atrocity on our Dalit people. The forms of
violence used are of very inhuman nature of
brutal and cold blooded attacks. All the cases I
had monitored I could observe that there are still
various kinds of violations on the rights of Dalits.
Dalits are segregated in all spheres of social life:
places of worship, education, housing, land
ownership, use of common wells, roads, buses,
etc. The oppression of Dalits has been going on
for over 3000 years. Dalits are the people who
have been forced to do the menial and degrading
jobs. Dalits are considered to be untouchables.
In their daily life untouchability results in, among
others, the following consequences

? In a lot of the upper caste (rich) families
the servants are Dalits who are treated in a
most inhuman way. After the servant has
cleaned the rooms, pots and pans, one of
the family members will sprinkle ‘holy’
water to purify all that has been touched
by the servant

? Dalits are not allowed to wear shoes; if they
wear them, Dalits will have to take off their
shoes at times they meet the so called upper
caste person. 

? In the rural areas, Dalits are
not allowed to cycle through
the village streets in which
the so called upper caste
people live. 

? The Dalits are forced to live
mainly in separate communities, outside
the actual village setup. 

? In general, Dalits are not allowed to sit at
the bus stop; they have to stand and wait
till the so called upper caste people have
entered the bus. Dalits are also not allowed
to sit on the seats, even though they are
vacant. 

? After half a century of Independence even
the educated among the Dalits are not free
to get a house for rent of their choice to
live in.

? Most caste Hindus has the superiority
complex and so they avoid a Dalit
preparing food for them, because they have
the stupid belief that the Dalits are the
symbols of impurity. 

? The government has made reservations for
Dalits, so that they can enter into jobs in
the public sector, Parliament, State
Assemblies and universities. This
reservation policy is not welcomed nor
implemented by many Non-Dalits as they
have the threat of Dalits coming to power.

? DALIT women face the multiple
discrimination of caste, class, gender…and
this is one of the serious issues to be
addressed at the National and International
levels.

Dear friends in the above context it is very
much essential for us to show more commitment
towards our community to release our people
from all kinds of social evils. I realized that
sensitized and awakened people like us are
accountable to our people. It is our moral
obligation to contribute our services in any man-
-ner. This internship has changed my complete
mind-set and now I can say my people are much
oppressed and depressed, so I will take up serious
action for the development of our people.

- Ms. Ruth Mary, DHRM National Intern,
Andhra Pradesh.

From our DHRM National Interns:


