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DALIT MONITOR

1. Second Batch of Interns – 9th June – 19th

   August 2004

The DHRM National Internship for the Second
Batch commenced on June 9th 2004 and this second batch
consists of Mr. Uday Kumar from Bihar, Ms. Sunitha Reel
from Rajasthan and Mr. Pradeep More from Maharasthra.

2. Seventh DHRM National Capacity Building
   Program - 2nd to 9th June 2004

The seventh DHRM National Capacity Building
Program was held at Hyderabad Arch Diocese Social

Service Society
(HASSS), Secundrabad,
Andhra Pradesh from 2nd

to 9th June 2004. There
were totally 45
participants out of which
6 were women. This was

conducted in collaboration with the SAKSHI Dalit Human
Rights Watch, Hyderabad.

3. DHRM State Planning Meeting – Rajasthan

The DHRM State level planning meeting for the
state of Rajasthan was held on 3rd June 2004 in Aravali,
Pastoral centre, Madar, Ajmer, Rajasthan. The DHRM
National Advisory Committee members Mr. Vincent, Mr.
Mimroth, Mr. Vimal Thorat and the DHRM State Advisory
Committee member Mr. Tansingh along with Dr. P. Sekar,
DHRM Program Coordinator from DHRM National
Office, Madurai, Sr. Carol Geeta, DHRM State Co-
ordinator of Rajasthan and Mr. Chandalal Bairwa, Co-
coordinator of Rajasthan State DHRM participated in this
planning meeting.  There were totally 23 trained DHRMAs
who participated in the meeting.

4. Arrival of our International Intern

The International Intern from Denmark, Ms. Anna
Kiertzner arrived here on 24th June 2004 and would be
with us at the DHRM National office for a period of six
months.

Bihar is an agricultural state. In Bihar we could find
that the Dalits constitute 16% of the total population with
23 sub castes of Scheduled Caste people. The Chamar
community people are more in number among the total
dalit population. In Bihar, the caste system has taken deep
roots and we can see that the dalits are the targets of all
forms of discrimination and atrocities. The participation of
dalits in politics is also just a formality
and they are not allowed to
participate in the decision making
processes. Even the few dalits
who come up in politics are
threatened or made silent by the
Dominant caste people. So they do
not raise the question of caste based
atrocities in the Parliament. The ignorance of the dalits in
the social aspects is used as mere vote banks in the political
context.

The condition of Dalits is worse in Bihar than in any
other state. All the schemes and welfare measures like BPL,
Antyodaya, old ages schemes etc do not reach the Dalits
and are hijacked by the people in power. This is because
Dalits are found suppressed in the socio-economic and
political arenas.

The dalits are infact very insecure and they life is 100%
at stake in this state of Bihar. One of the major reasons for
this is the private militia forces of the landlords of Dominant
caste people like, Ranvir Sena, Lorik sena, Chariya Sena,
Bajran Dal, Shivas, etc. are strongly based here. These
groups mainly target the Dalits and the backward class

people. According to the media reports nearly
40,000 dalits have been killed in different
massacres within 14 years. In Bihar, in
majority of the villages the Dalit
population is being wiped off by these
atrocities and even today we can hear
the cries of the orphan children, the
widow women, aged parents… Bihar,

the land where Lord Buddha was born is
flooded with the blood of Dalits. Murder, rape, kidnapping,
mass killings, assault, custodial rape, sexual assaults, illegal
detentions against the dalits are increasing at an alarming
rate. The rarely filed cases are also mostly not filed under
the correct sections under the SC/ST PoA Act 1989. The
Dalit activists are threatened and in most cases murdered
as in the case of Mahesh and Sarita or counter cases are
filed to threaten the dalits. At this situation the alarming
question is, when will the constitutional safeguards be
guaranteed to the Dalits of our country?

– Mr. Udaya Kumar,  Advocate, DHRM National Intern, Bihar.
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5. Eight DHRM National Capacity Building
    Program - 19th – 26th July 2004

The eight DHRM National Capacity Building Program
was held at Bangalore from 19th  – 26th  July 2004 at
ASHIRWAD and VISTHAR, Bangalore.  There were 80
participants totally, out of which 30 were women. There
were participants from Andhra Pradesh, Kerala,
Karnataka, Pondicherry, Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh.
Besides this we also had Mr. Ranjith Singh Kalha, IFS,
Hon’ble Member of the National Human Rights
Commission of India who delivered the special address
during the program.  Dr. Ruth Manorama, Convenor of
the National Advisory Committee inaugurated the program
on the 19th July, addressed the special meeting with the
NAC and also addressed the valedictory.  Mr. Vincent
and Mr. Mimroth were also present for a short while during
the program. This has been one, with the largest number

of participants and
translations have been
carried out in Malayalam,
Kannada and Tamil. We are
pleased to announce that the
Coordinators and Co-
coordinators of the DHRM

for Kerala and Karnataka States were also formally
selected at this training.  They are:

a) Karnataka:
i) Coordinator - Mr. Manohar
ii) Co-Coordinator - Ms. Prema Jyothi

b) Kerala:
i) Coordinator - Mr. Ajay Kumar
ii) Co-Coordinator - Ms. Prema

The most important part of the training program was
the Play that was put up by the VISTHAR and Star world
team on 24th  July 2004. This play focused on racial
Discrimination in the Western context. It helped the
participants to relate and reflect in the context of the Dalits
situation in India.
6. National Advisory Committee (NAC)
   Meeting:

The NAC meeting of the DHRM which was to be held
on 22nd July had necessarily been postponed to 20t h

August 2004.
7. Third Batch of Internship – 23th July –
   30th September 2004

The DHRM National Internship for the Third Batch
commenced on 23rd July 2004 and this third batch consists
of the DHRM interns comprising Mr. Rajesh from Orissa,
Ms. Ruth from Andhra Pradesh and Mr. Jose from Andhra
Pradesh.
8. DHRMAs in Strasburg - France

Our DHRMAs Mr. Satish Kumar from Rajasthan and
Mr. Ravi from Andhra Pradesh were in Strasburg, France
from 3rd July to 2004.

Voice of victim
I am Radhika aged 20
years. I belong to Dalit

community. My husband
Satyanathan is a good person

and usually avoids confrontation with others.
My husband Satyanathan, Palani, Murugeshan and other
villagers went to work at the place of Dominant caste
people to do the work of coconut peeling. It is a seasonal
work and an opportunity to earn more money.  As usual
on 15-10-03 my husband and others went to coconut
peeling work at godown, belonging to Manikavasagan the
caste Hindu and came back in the late hours.

On 16-10-03 around 6-30 a.m.,  nearly 10 people
belonging to the Dominant caste came to my house.
Immediately on arrival they pulled my husband from bed
and dragged him out of the house. They attacked him in a
brutal manner. They beat him with sticks, stones and
chappals.They had inflicted severe physical and mental
pain to extort information regarding theft of coconuts.
When my husband expressed his ignorance about such
incident they got angry and kicked him with clinched fist.
One of Manikavasagan’s associates took a stone and beat
my husband on his stomach. He repeatedly pleaded them
to leave him but Manikavasagan and his associates did
not heed his requests. They had forced my husband to
confess the theft. They abused us by using vulgar and
filthy language in our caste name. When I tried to
intervene they hurled derogatory remarks at me. Several
times I had pleaded them to leave my husband but they
never considered my words.

After that they dragged my husband to the main
road. I found two other of my husband’s friends were
also standing there in the same condition. All the three
were dragged to the middle of the village. The Dominant
caste people tied my husband and his friends individually
to separate flag posts of political parties. They garlanded
my husband and his friends with coconut and chappal
(footwear) garlands. Then they have beaten all the three
mercilessly, abused using caste abusive language and
names. They had tortured them both physically and
mentally in order to extort information and forced them
to confess theft. More than 2000 people gathered to
witness the incident but no body questioned that barbaric
act for nearly three hours. Then the dominant caste people
brought blank white papers and took the signatures of all
the three people and let them go.

Unable to bear the humiliation and inhuman
treatment with brutal assault my husband committed
suicide on the very next day. Then I went to the nearby
police station along with one of the village leaders but the
duty writer at the police station refused to register the
complaint and made us to wait for long time. Only after
the intervention of higher official did they register a case.
At present I am struggling a lot to maintain the family
and to look after my 2 ½ year old son.
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  S.No.                     Source                         Incident Brief

1. Janasatta – Loksatta, 14/6/2003 Conflict over burial ground of Dalits

2. Rajasthan Patrika, 15th August 2003 Vasant Savji Solanki was arrested in case of theft by
police, Within 2-3 hours of arrest Vasant was found
hanged in the police custody near Chandkheda,
Sabarmati police station.

3. Baskar News, 3/10/2003 Dalits prohibited from participating in the Navrathri
festival in Ambali Village, Beersah, Anand, Gujarat.

4. 10/8/2003, Times of India Dalit killed for entering into temple

5. Dalit Sakthi14th June 2003 Physical abuse of 2 Dalits

6. Nadyadh Baskar, 5th December 2003 Attack on six dalits by caste Hindus

7. Divya Baskar, 29/8/2004 The Dalit people of Bhojpur had boycotted the Midday
Meals eating at the school as Dalit children were seated
separately during midday meals time. To know how much
truth lies in this on news, to meet the people of the place
and get their statements we have gone to the place.

8. Hum Log, 30/4/2003 and Total social boycott of Dalit people in the Thuvad village,
Dainik samachar, 30/4/03 Patan District Gujarat.

9. Dainik Sandesh, 1/12/2003 Dalits attacked for taking water from common well

10. Not available One Takur, Kaffur Singh along with his son Monu Singh
had assaulted a Scheduled Tribe woman of Bheel caste
by name Narayani Devi Bheel, W/o. Udha Bheel, and
after making an raping attempt on her set ablaze her
house and caused every thing to become ash.

11. Indian Express, 29/10/2004 The borrowing and repaying of money between two
friends resulted into a quarrel between the both with
attacking and beating etc., with weapons. Dalit
Community and Sindhi Community 14 persons had been
involved in the scuffle in F. Ward, Kubernagar Mochi slum
Ahmedabad.

12. Indian Express, 19 Dec 2003 Wife was honest sarpanch so Dalit paid with his life

13. Primary source Lynching of Dalit youth in Devaliya

14. Indian Express, Mar 4, 2004 An incident of rape of a Dalit woman near Dhrangadhra
town,
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In this issue of ‘State Focus’ we are introducing the issues dealt with by
our DHRM in Gujarat, one of the 12 DHRM states where we have our trained

DHRMAs who are informing the National Office of various human rights
violations against Dalits in their district and who also undertake fact-finding

missions. Presently we have 35 trained DHRMAs (16 Women and 29 Men), from
25 districts of Gujarat. The following districts of Gujarat is lacking our trained

DHRMAs and the districts unrepresented so far are Banas Kantha, Bharuch, Bhavnagar,
Dohad, Jamnagar, Kachchh, Narmada, Panch Mahals, Porbandar, Sabar Kantha, Surat, The Dangs

and Valsad. The DHRM Gujarat State Co-ordinator is Dinesh Parmar. Given below is a list of atrocities
against the Dalits specifically in the state of Gujarat from September 2003 onwards. The DHRMAs of
Gujarat have undertaken fact-finding missions in these cases and reports have been sent to the DHRM
National Office for further follow-ups. The discrimination against Dalits is of varied forms as we see in
the following cases. It is important to remember that these are only the few selective cases that have been
taken for fact-finding by us. The other cases are also recorded in the database. Many cases are found to be
unreported for various reasons while a very few appear in some major media outlets, and that there is
much to be done just to uncover and monitor all those cases that never make it.
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I am Udayakumar, Executive Secretary of Bihar NCDHR (National Campaign

for Dalit Human Rights), working for Protection and Promotion of Human Rights of

Dalits in India.  I have participated in National Dalit Human Rights Intervention and

Monitoring (Natdhrim), Nagpur and also in the DHRM National Capacity Building

Program at Nagpur in 2003.  I undertook many Fact Finding Missions (FFM) in the

State of Bihar.  Now I have joined as the National Intern in DHRM for a period of 10

weeks. I am able to do monitoring through secondary sources, like Newspapers,

Magazines, TV Channels and Web-sites.  I also learned much about Fact-Finding, Complaint

writing National & International Human Rights Mechanism, drafting of Press Releases, Urgent appeals and

legal intervention and   report writing with relevant legal standards etc.

I was very shocked when I monitored and got so many news of atrocities on the dalits throughout the

nation.  I am monitoring 376 cities of 28 states.  It is my view that DHRM in association with the NCDHR is

the best platform to raise the voice against gross injustice done to dalits. According to me caste discrimination

is one of the main treatment of dominant castes on dalits. Discrimination in any form is not acceptable at all

From our DHRM interns

I am Pradip G. More from Maharastra. I participated in the DHRM training programme at

Dalit Shakti Kendra, Ahmedabad during my six month field placement at Navsarjan

Trust, Gujarat,  as a part of my internship on  ‘Advocacy and Youth Leadership’

from NCAS Pune. I am associated with DISHA an organization working on the

empowerment of the marginalized sections and youth leadership at Satara district

of Maharashtra. I think DHRM have taken good initiative to capacitate the grass

root level activists in the field of monitoring the atrocities against Dalits. DHRM is

playing an important role in the protection of rights of Dalits. Through this, the

process to eliminate the caste discrimination is now taking new lead to intervene

in the issues in the large scale. In my view it is in the right path to raise the voice against injustice

done to lower castes. I will continue my work on the same cause.

I am Sunitha Reel associated with DHRM of Rajasthan. I have attended DHRM National

Capacity Building Program in March 2003 at Madurai. Now I am a part of the DHRM National

Internship program. During this internship I do online monitoring daily to monitor

Dalit Human Rights Violations throughout the country. I come across many cases of

atrocities against the Dalits regularly and I was shocked that there were many more

atrocities against Dalit women especially rape and sexual harassment  taking place

daily. It shows the social condition of women and how the women are being exploited

in our society inspite of acts and rules for the protection of women. The police are

also found negligent and lethargic in most of the cases of Dalit atrocities.  After

doing monitoring work I could observe that mostly women also have a pressure

from the society. When a woman is raped she does not go to the police station to

lodge a complaint because the perpetrators threaten her with dire consequences. On the other side if

the family members know that, they too do not allow her to do so. The result is that in most of the cases

the victim commits suicide or she will be killed by the accused after rape and in some cases the victim

will be mentally disturbed. After having the knowledge of all this, through various sources I feel that

only people like us can do something for that otherwise what the government has been doing for all the

years is not enough. There is no change yet. There are so many NGOs specially working for women but

till then we need something more for the Dalit women. For that we must come forward and work

together for the cause of our Women.


